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B ill Spadea says he’s heard of the princi- 
ple that he who takes the king’s coin 
sings the king’ s tune. It’s a simple con- 
cept, a cliche really, that applies equally to life 
and commerce. 

“Not if the king is wrong,” Spadea insists. 
“And the king is wrong this time.” 

The “king” is Republican National Committee 
Chairman Haley Barbour, the man credited with 
choreographing November’s GOP landslide. 
Spadea, a mere baronet, is a 25-year-old lance 
corporal in the Marine Corps Reserves who 
happens to be chairman of the College Republi- 
can National Committee — an official auxiliary of 
the RNC claiming a membership of 40,000 stu- 
dent activists on 800 campuses nationwide. 
About three weeks ago, Barbour unceremoni- 
ously evicted Spadea and his tiny staff from 
their offices on Capitol Hill and cut off their 
phones, salaries and health insurance — finan ria] 
support amounting to $120,000 annually. 

“There is an ideological war going on for the 
soul of the party,” Spadea says, by way of inter- 
preting Barbour’s act, which came after months 
of skirmishing between the satellite group and 
RNC headquarters over the contents of the Col- 
lege Republicans’ (“CRs,” as they call them- 
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Student Republican leader Bill Spadea: “The big 
tent is not big enough to encompass 
diametrically opposed philosophies.” 
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selves) official bimonthly newspaper, 
the Broadside. Barbour, who told Spa- 
dea in a Jan. 26 letter that: he was pull- 
ing the plug because of “the recent and 
continuing irresponsible conduct 
under your leadership,” didn’t return 
phone calls seeking comment for this 
story. Tm sure that Haley views me 
as a loudmouth who is out of control, a 
non-team player and a radical,” says 
Spadea, whose 102-year-old organiza- 
tion traditionally recruits college kids 
to Republican campaigns. 

He is a presentable young man 
whose European-cut suit hangs just so 
off his muscular frame. He smiles win- 
ningly, radiating self-confidence and a 
hint of cockiness, as he receives a re- 
porter in die CRs’ new digs. It’s a 
! cramped, dingy, box-strewed space in 
a strip mall in Vienna, and was provid- 
> ed on short notice by conservative gad- 
fly Howard Phillips. Phillips’s article in 
the December 1994 Broadside, calling 
for die formation of a third party, was 
die last in a senes of CR infractions 
that provoked Barbour & Co. to action. 

“This was a no-brainer,” says Scott 
Reed, who was the RNC’s executive 
director until he recently accepted a 
job as Senate Majority Leader Bob 
Dole’s presidential campaign manager. 
“The bottom line is that we, the RNC, 
my old hat, are not going to be funding 
an auxiliary that is out promoting the 
starting of a third party. There was an- 
other Broadside that trashed Reagan 
and Bush in a separate little box fa paid 
ad from Phillips’s U.S. Taxpayers Alli- 
ance]. It’s crazy.” 

But Spadea prefers to cast the dis- 
pute in cosmic, ideological terms. 

“How conservative is the Republican 



din Cnulm /< I! „ _ . „ BY FRANK JOHNSTON — THE WASHINGTON POST 

Bill Spadea In the College Republicans’ makeshift office: “I’m telling 
Republicans that, yes, there is a battle. On the other hand, I’m choosing sides." 


Party going to be?” he demands with a 
flourish. “Haley Barbour wants the 
country to believe— and, first of all, 
wants Republicans to believe — that 
the battle does not exist: that pro-life 
and pro-choice can exist under the ‘big 
tent.’ And while he’s doing that, he’s 
pushing the conservatives out of the 
party and promoting the liberals wi thin 
the party.” “Liberals,” to Spadea, are 
officeholders such as Massachusetts 
Gov. William Weld, California Gov. 
Pete Wilson and New Jersey Gov. 
Christine Todd Whitman— all anathe- 
ma to the Republican right. 

“The party has to speak with one 
voice, no question about it,” Spadea 
continues. “But the party has already 
spoken in its 1992 platform and it’s 
overwhelmingly pro-life, pro-gun, anti- 
federal government, against gay rights, 
against quotas. In the 1994 election, 
the party spoke overwhelmingly in fa- 
vor of conservative ideas. And now, all 
of a sudden, the national leadership has 
decided, ‘Well, we’ve won, let’s move 
to the center.’ And they're not articu- 
lating the ideas that the Republican 
Party actually stands for. It happened 


with George Bush, and it’s happening 
again.” 

Spadea still, sits on 'the RNC’s 44- 
member executive committee despite 
his new status as a pariah. But since 
Feb. 1, he says he’s done without his 
paycheck ($40,000 annually) on which 
he and his new wife, Jodi, have been 
living in upper Georgetown. He says 
he hopes that a $250-a-plate breakfast 
at the Capitol Hill Club March 15 fea- 
turing House Speaker Newt Gingrich, 
as well as solicitations by Response 
Dynamics Inc., a Virginia-based Re- 
publican direct-mail firm, will pick up 
some of the financial slack. The 
$120,000 withdrawn by the RNC, he 
says, accounted for 60 percent of the 
College Republicans' operating budget. 
He says the Broadside had been sup- 
ported by advertising and not the 
RNC. -■ 

After Spadea was elected national 
chairman of the College Republicans in 
July 1993, with a few hundred state 
chairmen and delegates voting, he im- 
mediately commenced stepping on 
toes. A 1991 graduate of Boston Uni- 
versity who led the campus chapter of 
Young Americans for Freedom, he did 


an active-duty stint in the Marines, at 
Parris Island, S.C., and Fort Sill, Okla., 
becoming national youth director of 
Bush’s 1992 presidential campaign. 
Spadea, who grew up in Cherry Hill, 
NJ., “yelling and shouting” over the 
family dinner table, tangled early on 
with a host of fellow Republicans. 

‘1 was told specifically, ‘You’re not a 
team player,’ ” Spadea recalls. ‘This 
was by Scott Reed. And I said, Well, 
define team. ’What’s the team here? As 
far as I’m concerned, the team means 
the grass-roots activists and average 
blue-collar regular people His re- 

sponse was something like, ‘You better 
shape up or we’re gonna come down 
on you.’ The threat was always there 
of pulling the plug. I told them I was 
willing to take that risk because I be- 
lieved I was doing the right thing.” 

Spadea raised Republican hackles by 
reprinting columns from Patrick Bu- 
chanan and Robert Novak critical of 
GOP officials, and followed up with the 
Phillips screed portraying the GOP as 
insufficiently committed to saving “the 
lives of unborn children” and opposing 
“the spread of homosexual perversion 
and disease.” Phillips exhorted readers 
not to “waste your vote” on the lesser 
of evils but instead support his U.S. 
Taxpayers Party. A month later Spa- 
dea was out on the street. 

“Bill is a courageous young man /’ 
says Phillips, who is letting Spadea as 
well as the CR executive director and a 
few interns occupy office space that is 
rented by his organizations. 

“He's on a total ego trip,” says Ford- 
ham University junior Bart Haggerty, 
one of a half-dozen candidates who plan 
to oppose Spadea's probable reelection 
bid at July’s CR convention. 

Then again, Spadea says he might 
join a presidential campaign instead. 

“If the Republican leadership doesn’t 
watch out, there’s going to be blood- 
shed in San Diego in 1996," he says. 
The party will destroy itself figh ting 
over ideas. The big tent is not big 
enough to encompass diametrically oj> 
posed philosophies. On the one hand, 
I’m telling Republicans that, yes, there 
is a battle. On the other hand, I’m 
choosing sides.” 


